








During a Tuesday meeting, President Franklin promises that the college “will survive” its current financial difficulties. Image: Jacques Pape
Economic Crisis Hits College Revenue;
Franklin Seeks to Reassure Students
George W. Williams IV





The national economic crisis has taken a significant toll on Morehouse College's 
revenue stream, forcing school 
administration to restrict spending 
and reevaluate its future financial 
workings, President Robert 
Franklin announced on Tuesday. 
During a town hall meeting in 
Forbes Arena, Franklin and school 
administrators also sought to 
reassure students that the college 
is taking immediate action to 
address the financial problems.
"We will survive," Franklin 
promised, adding, "I want us to 
thrive."
Franklin announced that the 
three main sources of revenue for 
the college—tuition and fees, the 
$100+ million endowment, and 
fundraising—declined.
Tuition and fees have fallen
CYF Works to Keep
Faith at Colle
Kevin Mallory
Associate Campus News Editor 
kmall89@yahoo com
On college campuses 
nationwide, sex, drugs, and alcohol 
usage have become somewhat 
common. However, one student 
and his organization hope to make 
a difference in the lives of college 
students.
"Everybody has issues," 
Matthew Jenkins said, a junior 
business management major from 
Atlanta, GA. "Certain people deal 
with their issues differently. They 
try to mask those issues through 
drinking, through partying and 
different things like that, but on 
the inside they are really hurting."
Jenkins serves as the President 
of the Christian Youth Fellowship 
(CYF), a campus ministry that helps 
deal with issues that permeate 
college campuses on a regular 
basis. However, people may 
wonder how a student ministry 
group can be successful in a 
campus environment.
because of a drop in enrollment. 
According to Sterling Hudson, 
Dean of Admissions and Records, 
administrators are expecting 
anywhere between 60 to 100 
students not to be able to maintain 
enrollment due to account 
balances. This loss is in addition to 
a drop in enrollment last semester 
of about 80 students.
Kevin Appleton, Vice President 
for Business and Finance, said that 
figures have not been finalized 
on the financial losses due to 
enrollment.
Franklin cleared up confusion 
among the student body about 
when students who are not close to 
meeting their financial obligations 
would be removed from their 
courses. A purge is scheduled for 
Feb. 6.
In the meantime, Hudson said, 
the Office of Business and Finance 
has decided to operate under the 
agreement that enrollment will 
be secured for students who have 
met at least 60 percent of their 
financial requirements.





"The way that an on-campus 
ministry, such as Christian Youth 
Fellowship, can thrive is to be 
able to understand and meet," 
Jenkins asserted. "We can help 
those students get through those 
needs they have and letting them 
know that they do not have to 
hurt themselves in the process. We 
can let students know that they 
can build themselves up. We can 
encourage and inspire you."
Jenkins is cognizant of the 
hip-hop generation and will 
“Making a Difference" on page 2k
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the overwhelming majority of the 
college's revenue, 85%.
According to Franklin, the 
college also lost approximately 
20% of its endowment. 
Morehouse's endowment is the 
college budget's second highest 
source of income. The college 
is one of four historically black 
colleges with an endowment of at 
least $100 million.
The college relies on its 
endowment for eight percent of 
yearly incoming revenue.
Finally, fundraising, which 
the president said accounts for 
approximately 3-4% of revenue, 
also declined.
Still, Director of Alumni 
Relations Henry Goodgame 
praised the year-end fundraising 
success the college saw in 2008. 
Goodgame said that the college 
raised a record one million dollars 
in the month of December alone.
Franklin spoke to students 
while flanked by other members 
of senior administration staff. 
Goodgame, Hudson and Appleton 
along with other administration
A Quiet Rev. Wright Speaks Volumes to AUC Students
Rev. Jeremiah Wright spoke to members of the AUC community 
before receiving the Asa G. Hilliard Award at Clark Atlanta last 
week. Keeping a safe distance from politics, Wright's talk was 
conspicuously lacking the fiery oratory that he had become known 
for during the 2008 presidential campaign... on page 2>
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officials are mapping out an 18- 
month strategic plan to "manage 
assets prudently."
In response to the financial 
difficulties, Franklin says that the 
college will reduce, eliminate, or 
postpone activities that do not 
directly support the school's most 
important mission, which the 
president defined as "providing a 
quality education."
"We are looking beyond, into 
next year to protect the quality 
of education here at Morehouse," 
Franklin said.
To this end, Franklin 
announced, the college will take 
several steps to cut costs. First, 
administration is disallowing 
all travel that is not "critical" to 
promoting quality education. Trips 
to recruit students or encourage 
fundraising will be allowed, 
Franklin added. All "non-mission 
critical hiring" has also been 
frozen
In responsetoquestionsraised 
about why such a large number 
of adjunct professors were asked
"Franklin's Speech" con't on page 3k
Now entering its sixth month of existence, CASA is seeking to hit the ground running. At the 
same time, the organization is 
responding to critiques—both 
positive and negative—from the 
student body.
"CASA is the Campus Alliance 
for Student Activities," explained 
Warren Chancellor, CASA's co- 
chair, for those students around 
the AUC who remain unaware of 
CASA's meaning or purpose. "We 
are in charge of programming 
for the entire AUC, specifically at 
Morehouse College." Responding 
to concerns that CASA is not doing 
enough on campus, CASA's other 
co-chair Christian Perry asked the 
student body for patience.
"People need to remember 
that we are a brand new 
organization," Perry said. "It does 
not take three months. It does not 
take a summer. It takes an entire 
year and maybe another summer 
to fully create this body so that it 
can effectively implement these 
activities,"
He added, "We appreciate 
everyone's critiques, both negative 
and positive. The new board that 
will be forming in the next couple 
of weeks will make sure not to 
repeat our mistakes. It is a growing 
process and I think it is something 
that we can build upon."
Although some students 
on campus have previously 
said they were unsure of what 
the organization does, CASA 
mentioned multiple events that 
they coordinated.
"We had Alcohol Awareness 
Week and Disability Awareness 
Week. We facilitated many Hump 
Wednesdays and homecoming. 
We had a Morehouse 1-on-1, 
which is a new event that we are 
making annual for the freshmen. It 
is the day after NSO (New Student 
Orientation). It is an intimate 
setting where freshmen from each 





"Also, we had Atlanta's Best 
Dance Crew and an Alumni Stepoff 
that allowed students to interact 
and take it back to their freshmen 
year." CASA members expressed 
xcitement about the spring 
semester as they revealed some of 
the events they have planned.
"It is going to be an intense 
semester," Perry forecasted. 
"We will be having a forum on 
homosexuality in the AUC; there 
is also the Dodgeball Tournament 
and Springiest.
"What CASA is trying to do is 
open new doors and build new 
relationships," Perry expressed. 
"We have been in contact with 
restaurants, individuals who have 
just started businesses, movie 
theatres and different production 
companies so that we can try to 
facilitate these discussions and 
bring them to campus. We are 
working toward a better year, 
but we are also building the 
groundwork. That is the most 
important thing, and we can only 
go up from here."
The current economic crisis 
in the country has also reached 
Morehouse College and its 
organizations.
"It has forced us to be more 
creative, coming up with activities 
that cost less money," another 
member of CASA said. "Our budget 
was cut and we came out of 
pocket ourselves to fund some of 
the activities." Throughout CASA's 
time on campus, it has existed 
in the shadow of the Student 
Government Association and 
suffered from the perception of a 
rift between the two organizations. 
The current members of CASA 
discount such perceptions.
"CASA is not the SGA, and it is 
not supposed to do what the SGA 
does,"Chancellor explained."There 
are no hard feelings between us 
and the SGA; Chad Mance is my 
homie."
"Any time there is change 
at Morehouse College, there 
is resistance to change," Perry
"CASA on a Roll Again" on page 3k
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CYF & College Life
◄ Continued from front page
attempt to deliver his message 
in a contemporary appropriate 
fashion.
"We can appeal to the hip- 
hop generation. Because this is 
a college ministry on a college 
campus does not mean it has to 
have the church feel."
"This can be done by hosting 
more socials and gatherings. It will 
be church done untraditionally."
"We have different avenues 
in our ministry to help those 
who have not been in church 
but still want to be inspired and 
encouraged through ministry."
In a society that seems to be 
growing more secular, Jenkins and 
his ministry are focus on ways to 
garner the attention and interest 
of college students.
"We can meet them where 
they are, going to events like 
'Hump Wednesday'. Also, we are in 
the process of putting prayer boxes 
in freshman dorms. We want to go 
to their dorms, call them up and 
befriend them to show that we are 
here to help. In order for students 
to know that we are out here, we 
have to go to where they are."
CYF has been able to gain 
support from Morehouse College. 
Last semester, the group held a 
service in King Chapel.
“I was a little surprised," 
Jenkins expressed when speaking 
about the support the group 
has received from Morehouse. 
"Morehouse is more lenient with 
this organization than others 
because of the foundation that we
have."
Christian Youth Fellowship has 
been chartered on the Morehouse 
campus for about 12 years, and was 
just chartered on CAU's campus 
last semester.
Jenkins and the CYF are also 
interested in inviting the Greeks 
(fraternities and sororities) of the 
AUC to partner with them in their 
spiritual endeavors.
"I would love to sit down 
and talk with some of the Greek 
leaders and talk about how we 
can work together. I know a lot of 
the organizations shy away from 
the spiritual matter, but where 
we are trying to go we need to be 
inclusive."
The group is continuing to 
gain interest in the AUC by using 
Facebook to spread its message, 
sending bi-weekly messages 
giving students encouragement 
and inspiration.
Jenkins hopes that the 
ministry continues to expand and 
reach its full potential by the time 
he graduates.
"I see CYF growing to the 
point that it is a movement. It is for 
Christians, not only new Christians 
but also those who have been in 
church for a while, to take back the 
campus in a spiritual sense. I see 
big things for CYF."
The ministry will also use 
television and radio to reach 
a broader audience. Jenkins 
revealed that they began taping 
the television program "CYF Today" 
this past Thursday and the radio 
show, which is currently unnamed, 
will be coming soon.
Image: H. Hassan Marsh
Rev. Jeremiah Wright speaks at Clark Atlanta University.
W. Hassan Marsh
New Media Director
uhmarsh a gmad com
Rev. Jeremiah Wright spoke to members of the AUC community before receiving 
the Asa G. Hilliard Award at 
Clark Atlanta last week. Keeping 
a safe distance from politics, 
Wright's talk was conspicuously 
lacking the fiery oratory that he 
had become known for during 
Barack Obama's presidential 
campaign.
Instead, his speech focused 
on strengthening the "African- 
American church"and the ebony 
tower of black academia by 
returning to its origins.
"[We have to] capture the 
greatnessofthe African-American 
church and the academic 
community, rebuilding that 
greatness using Sankofa, going 
back to that time when the 
church was very different and for 
the African-American Academy 
when the Diaspora was very 
different."
Wright was invited by 
Healing Ourselves Through 
Experience and Preparation, or 
HOTEP, for their second annual 
Breakthrough Lecture Series. 
Also in attendance was Queen 
Quet, the Royal Chieftess of the 
Gullah Geechee Nation of the 
South Carolina and Georgia 
low country. This year's theme 
focused on Sankofa, the West




Four more fires raged early on Saturday morning Jan. 31, as a serial arsonist still terrorizes 
the citizens of Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. From the hours of 
12:35 a.m. to 7 a.m., four houses 
blazed as a result of deliberately 
set fires on the porches of the 
homes.
However, these fires are not 
the beginning of the arsonist 
rampage in Pennsylvania. 
Coatesville, Pennsylvania has 
seen at least 30 fires set between 
2008 and 2009. Of those 30, 
upwards of 15 of those fires have 
been set in the past four weeks.
"These fires share a 
commonality with the fires 
already under investigation, 
but at this point we will not say 
that they are directly linked 
to the arsonist or arsonists in
African Adinkra symbol that 
reminds the viewer "it is not 
taboo to go back and fetch what 
you forgot."
Accordingly, Wright's speech 
emphasized the importance of 
history to Black Americans.
"We do not own our story," 
he said. "We did not tell our story 
to our children."
To recapture the story, 
Wright pleaded for the 
development of bridges 
between the Black church and 
Black academics instead of 
opposing one another.
"We need to stop the attacks 
and build."
Furthermore, he told 
students to "stop apologizing for 
Black beliefs 'cause that's what 
mama an'them raised you on."
Such effort would move the 
Black community from being 
defensive to being definitive of 
its own culture, he said.
When asked specifically 
why he did not live up to his 
reputation by a journalist, Wright 
responded by saying that the 
media fabricated a false image of 
him to serve their interests.
"Its only because they took 
106 words out of two sermons 
three years apart that they made 
this image of me," he said of the 
clips of him that circulated on 
television and the Internet.
The award that Wright 
received is named in Honor 
of Asa Hilliard, a well-known
Coatesville,"ATF spokesman John 
Hageman said Saturday.
Coatesville City Manager 
Harry Walker stated that he 
believes that the culprits of the 
Coatesville fires of 2008 were 
captured in December. The new 
fires are believed to simply be 
"copycats" of the original serial 
arsonists.
The most recent seven- 
alarm fire has caused over $2 
million worth of damage, but 
no injuries. Over 150 firefighters 
were needed to control the most 
recent blaze.
City Manager Harry Walker 
has gone so far as to declare a 
state of emergency in the small 
town. He said that this will allow 
him to "promulgate whatever 
special rules and regulations 
necessary to protect" citizens.
When asked what he thought 
about the arson situation in 
Pennsylvania junior Elliot Ellerson 
said, "I could not even fathom
scholar of the African experience 
worldwide. Wright was on the 
scholarly trip to Egypt when 
Hilliard died and knew him 
personally.
After the awards luncheon at 
a small press conference, Wright 
addressed politics more directly 
after being pressed by the press 
corps. Above all, he expressed 
his discontent with politician's 
failure to address poverty.
"No where in the campaign 
did McCain or Obama talk about 
the poor," he said. "It was always 
about Middle America. The poor 
were omitted from the political 
conversations and dialogue and 
the poor were never considered 
in the Wall Street bailouts and 
the poor are still not apart of this 
nation's agenda."
He also insisted that no 
matter who is in office, the Black 
Church has to play a catalytic role 
in society.
"Historically, the Black 
church has confronted an evil 
government; now, the Black 
Church is cooperating with an 
evil government," he said. "That's 
dangerous because you cannot 
take Caesar's meat and call 
Caesar on the carpet."
However, he said he wanted 
criticism on how the government 
works and not the government 
itself.
"The church confronting the 
political landscape, not people 
but policies, needs to be turned
Image: AP Photo
Firefighters spray water on burning houses in Coatesville, Pa. Saturday.
it. This was just destruction for 
destruction sake. I don't know 
why anyone would want to burn 
something down for no reason. It 
is beyond me."
A $5,000 reward has been
up a notch."
Wright had a positive 
reception among students. 
Matthew Pigatt, an African- 
American studies and 
psychology double major, sees 
Wright as having a positive 
influence in recent events 
and not as the radical rabble 
rouser that threatened Obama's 
candidacy.
"I've been skeptical of 
Obama since day one,” Pigatt 
said. "However, if Obama was 
anywhere near such a powerful 
afrocentric scholar as Jeremiah 
Wright, then there is no doubt in 
my mind that Obama intimately 
knows the struggle of African- 
Americans and the devastation 
that white people have caused 
all over the world," the Miami 
native continued.
Pigatt expects that Wright's 
influence will have profound 
effects on the Obama presidency 
for the better.
"That consciousness doesn't 
justdisappear,"hesaid."[Obama's] 
policies will ultimately be for the 
people."
Former Mayor of East Point 
praised Wright for being a 
spiritual public servant despite 
his recent unpopularity.
"He was instrumental 
in creating a new historical 
dynamic for this country," she 
said alluding to President Obama. 
"We have all benefited from his 
efforts."
offered for information leading to 
the capture of the Pennsylvania 
arsonists. For now, the people of 
Pennsylvania simply hope and 
pray that these criminals never 
visit their homes.
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Obama Wades into Middle East Conflict Franklin’s Speech
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Days after a 22-day Israeli assault on Gaza that ended with 1,330 Palestinians and 13 
Israelis dead, President Barack 
Obama waded into the decades- 
old conflict, holding an interview 
with an Arab news network and 
sending an envoy to the Middle 
East.
Obama's attempt to restart 
the peace process comes after




Since the December 2007 collapse of the housing market, the economy has sunken 
deeper into recession as the 
country has had to withstand 
the effects of aggressive foreign 
policy. As the country begins to 
climb out of a recession, 30-year 
mortgages have edged down 
to remain above five percent as 
reported by Freddie Mac.
In November, the Federal
Reserve said it would buy up to 
$500 billion dollars in mortgage- 
backed securities to lend more 
money in hopes of bolstering the 
troubled market.
Mortgage applications 
slumped in the past two weeks 
by the most in 16 years as 
refinancing plunged, and the 
average rate on a 15-year fixed-
Israel and Hamas, a Palestinian 
militant organization, ended 
the Gaza conflict by declaring 
unilateral cease-fires.
On Monday a week later, 
PresidentObamainterviewedwith 
the Al-Arabiya satellite television 
network regarding the situation 
between the Palestinians and 
the Israelis. Obama was intent on 
maintaining a policy of listening 
to the parties involved before 
any action is taken. "The moment 
is ripe for both sides to realize 
that the path that they are on is
rate mortgage was unchanged 
at 4.8 percent. The comparable 
rate a year ago was 5.17 percent.
Average rates on five-year, 
adjustable-rate mortgages rose 
to 5.27 percent from 5.24 percent. 
Rates on one-year, adjustable- 
rate mortgages fell to 4.9 percent 
from 4.92 percent last week.
The surge in mortgage 
applications earlier this year 
has prevented Wells Fargo from 
lowering mortgage rates faster.
"More now than ever before, 
lenders are more uncertain 
about how many applications 
will be rejected amid the weak 
economy and housing slump, 
which boosts their expenses," 
according to Cara Heiden, co­
president of the San Francisco- 
based bank's home-loan unit.
Adam Linton, a sophomore 
economics major from Baltimore, 
Maryland seemed particularly 
worried.
"The amount of foreclosures
one that is not going to result in 
prosperity and security for their 
people, and that, instead, it's time 
to return to the negotiating table," 
President Obama said.
The president's move comes 
as the fragile ceasefire in Gaza 
showed signs of ending. Early on 
Tuesday, Jan. 27, an encounter 
between Israeli soldiers and 
at least one Palestinian near a 
border crossing left one Israeli 
soldier dead and three others 
wounded by an explosive device. 
Hours later, an Israeli helicopter
on a daily basis is ridiculous and 
it makes future homebuyers such 
as myself, pessimistic about the 
likelihood of being able to find a 
house in the future," Linton said.
"My father has been stuck 
with a property he wants to 
get rid of for the last 18 months 
without the ability to close 
because it seems like whenever 
someone is finally about to buy it 
they really can't afford to get it, so 
his financial position is stuck as a 
result of everyone being stuck."
At this point with the 
unemployment rate having 
already passed 8.1 percent, the 
country is poised on the precipice 
of depression and the collapse of 
the housing market will stand as 
the first domino that fell.
"The economy is not stable 
at all. People weren't living in 
their means and bought houses 
they couldn't afford and banks 
approved loans to people who 
couldn't pay them back," Evan
fired east of Khan Yuris near the 
border fence with Israel, and 
killed a Palestinian soldier.
Despite such skirmishes, 
Hamas and Israel have yet to 
reengage in another full-out war. 
Israeli government officials are 
demanding an end to weapons 
smuggling into Gaza and Hamas 
is demanding that Israel open 
border crossings for the passage 
of humanitarian aid. President 
Obama and his foreign policy 
team have expressed support for 
both goals.
Some students agree with 
the president's policy of patience 
and communication toward the 
Israel/Palestine situation and the 
broader Middle East.
Junior biology major Phillip 
Gordon thinks that shooting 
and asking questions later are 
part of the mistakes of the last 
administration.
"Truthfully, we are in two 
wars now because we allowed our 
passion to take over our logic. We 
attacked placesand peoplethatin 
reality had no relationship to the 
attack on the World Trade Center. 
Until we learn to temper our bold 
action with careful consideration, 
we will continueto have problems 
in our international relations."
With the fragile cease-fire still 
in place and the new American 
president becoming involved, 
the world continues to wait and 
see what will come of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict.
Fences
Fowler said, a junior business 
management major from St. 
Louis, Missouri.
"It was a circle of a bunch 
of bad decisions which led to 
the problem we have now with 
people not being able to afford 
the houses they live in. I see 
it getting worse before it gets 
better. It's way too much money 
being lost for there to be some 
kind of quick turnaround."
"It's not about to get better 
anytime soon, it's actually getting 
worse. The way the housing 
market isdeterioratingit'sstarting 
to affect more people than just 
people who own private homes; 
we now have businesses losing 
retail space too. This is largely 
due to the rising unemployment 
rates in the country which are 
headed toward double digits 
in the next couple of months," 
Malcolm Mitch said, sophomore, 
dual-degree mathematics and 
electrical engineering major.
◄ Continued from front page
to leave so late into the semester, 
Franklin said administrators could 
not foresee the current enrollment 
drop. Administrators, Franklin 
added, extended grace to students 
in order to give them time to secure 
finances and potentially minimize 
enrollment losses.
Other changes recently 
put into place by the college 
administration include a ban on 
food for internal meetings, a freeze 
on all 'non-mission critical' hiring, 
the elimination of merit increases 
in faculty salaries, and a reduction 
in spending on supplies.
GOING ON "OFFENSE"
Franklin has created a Budget 
Advisory Committee that will 
monitor and make plans for the 
college's assets. The committee 
will be headed by Willis B. Sheftall, 
Ph.D., professor of Economics and 
former college Interim Provost.
In addition to immediate 
changes, Franklin said that he and 
his staff are doubling fundraising 
efforts. Echoing statements he 
shared as a candidate to be the 
tenth president of Morehouse, 
Franklin proclaimed that he would 
use 'the story' of Morehouse to 
attract donors.
Franklin believes Morehouse is 
especially marketable amid current 
economic turmoil because, out 
of about three thousand colleges 
and universities nationwide, the 
college is the only institution of 
higher learning whose mission 
is to graduate males of African 
descent.
"It works to our advantage," 
Franklin said, "because we are 
unique and one of a kind."
Thepresidentadvisedstudents 
to remain positive and focus on 
their academic responsibilities. 
"Don't be distracted by bad news 
in the atmosphere," he said.
Several students responded 
by pointing to several distractions
CASA Self-Evaluates
◄ Continued from front page
asserted. "With that resistance to 
change come falsehoods, rumors 
and allegations that are completely 
untrue." CASA described their 
desire to discuss topics that affect 
America like the economy, politics 
and homosexual rights.
"Just like the economy is down, 
we need to talk about money. 
With Barack Obama as our new 
president, we need to talk about 
politics. Homosexual rights and
when Franklin invited 
members of the audience to ask 
questions.
William Hambrick, a senior 
Philosophy major, complained that 
students commonly experience 
disrespect when dealing with 
administrators and staff in Gloster 
Hall.
Senior sociology major Devrin 
Lindsey identified campus safety 
as a concern. Lindsey expressed 
his fear of potential budget cuts 
in campus security resulting in 
a decline in the performance of 
a department already viewed 
unfavorably by students.
Franklin announced that a 
plan to improve campus safety, 
through a partnership with the 
Atlanta Police Department, Clark 
Atlanta University, and Spelman 
College, is in the works.
Calling on students to 
work in a spirit of cooperation, 
Franklin made a special appeal to 
graduating seniors. Franklin asked 
that seniors make an effort to 
donate in record numbers.
Goodgame followed Franklin's 
request with an announcement of 
a new text message fundraising 
campaign that will be launched 
by the Office of Alumni Relations. 
Inspired by Barack Obama's 
presidential campaign, the 
campaign would allow potential 
donors to donate five dollars by 
texting 'thehouse'to 90999.
"If that brother next you is not 
worth five dollars, then you're in 
the wrong place," said Goodgame, 
calling on students to engage 
in the campaign. Goodgame 
hopes that the new campaign 
will grow the college's fundraising 
participation numbers.
Franklin offered an optimistic 
outlook to students.
"I want to assure you of our 
fiscal health," Franklin said. "The 
mission of this college will continue 
unabated."
gay marriage are very big issues in 
America and we would be remiss 
if we did not allow space to talk 
about that," Perry said.
"If CASA is not touching 
on issues that are affecting the 
American body, then we are 
not effectively informing the 
Morehouse student." CASA is 
hoping for an excellent semester. 
Their stated goal continues to be 
providing students with "quality 
programs with campus life 
redefined."
E: Friday, February K
Only 1 in 10 students from low-income 
communities will graduate from college
opportunity
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Caution Before Turning Greek
Gerren K. Gaynor
Associate Opinions Editor 
gerren. gaynor@gmail. com
I always find it rather ridiculous how everyone is so "hush hush" about Greek life. Always having 
to play it off like you don't know 
about an organization, always 
having to pretend like you don't 
know who is who. It's almost like 
taboo: if you happen to know 
something about a fraternity or 
sorority, then you're instantly 
labeled as an interest - and that's 
a bad thing, right?
Maybe it's about time people 
become more interested and 
begin engaging in conversations 
about Greek life. Then maybe 
people would evaluate its sole 
purpose and their reasons for 
wanting to even be a part of it - 
or not.
Last week, Rev. Herman 
"Skip" Mason, Jr., Morehouse 
College Interim Vice-President of 
Student Services, was installed 
as the 33rd General President of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
Coincidentally, I visited Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, where Rev. 
Mason was the guest speaker.
While it was surprising to see 
Rev. Mason on the pulpit, it was 
even more astonishing to see a 
third of the sanctuary filled with 
members of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. - mostly middle 
aged and up.
Rev. Mason spoke about 
"truth,"and how we all hold onto 
our own personal beliefs and 
truths - such as his truth may be 
that Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. is the greatest fraternity that 
ever existed, while members of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., 
and lota Phi Theta Fraternity, 
Inc., may strongly disagree and 
hold to their own truth that their 
respective organizations are 
indeed superior.




It may come as no surprise that Blacks are hit the hardest in the economic downturn this year. 
Our race has a long history of 
underdog status in America; as 
some might say, "When America 
coughs, Black people get 
pneumonia."
With that in mind, the 
affect of this recession on our 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities could be potentially 
devastating...or it could be just 
another day in the world of Black 
America.
Last month, the Journal of 
Blacks in Higher Education said, 
"there is a good chance that the 
Black colleges will have smaller 
endowment percentage losses 
than the nation's wealthiest 
universities and colleges."
"Black college funds are 
likely to be invested in low-risk 
government notes, high-yielding 
stocks" and "are unlikely to 
have invested in real estate and 
commodities where losses have 
been more severe than in the 
stock market."
Yet, Inside Higher Ed says,"the 
Commonfund Institute and the 
National Association of College 
and University Business Officers 
found that college endowment 
returns dropped by 22.5 percent 
in the first six months of the 2009 
fiscal year."
Yesterday Dr. Franklin 
addressed the student body in 
a town hall meeting, saying that 
Morehouse had suffered a 20 
percent loss in its endowment 
returns. As a result, there have 
been cutbacks on everything 
from faculty and staff to food.
Half of the school's adjunct 
professors were laid off, there is 
a freeze on hiring and supply/
He further asserted that we 
all have common truths that 
we are able to agree upon. For 
example, all members of these 
organizations can agree that a 
fraternity promotes brotherhood 
and expansively contributes to a 
common good.
But the real "truth" of the 
matter is, from what I know of 
Greek organizations, they are not 
universally known nor praised for 
their promotion of social bonds 
and contribution to society - 
although that's what they were 
established to do.
Instead, in many instances, 
campuses, and other realms 
of society, these organizations 
have been bogged down with 
stereotypical personas that have 
overshadowedtheircommitment 
to represent academic intellect 
and provide assistance to their 
community.
Of course, the blame is not 
particularly on the members 
of these institutions, but 
more so the students who 
continue to put more emphasis 
on the stereotypes of these 
organizations as opposed to their 
cultural mission and the strides 
they have made in advancing 
the welfare of mankind.
On my way home from the 
church service, I was approached 
by a member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. He wanted to take 
my picture because it made him 
proud to see young men dressed 
in a well-kempt manner without 
having to hold their pants up. He 
then proceeded to tell me about 
his life as a civil rights activist: 
protesting, integrating schools 
and getting shot twice for doing 
what he believed was right.
While this particular 
encounter had nothing to do 
with Greek life, for I am not 
Greek, what occurred to me was 
that the attitude of individuals of 
that time period is nothing like 
the mentality of those of today.
A massive contributor to
equipment purchases, and worst 
news of all, there will be no 
more food supplied for internal 
Morehouse meetings.
But it isn't just the 
endowment that has caused this 
financial strain.
According to the Registrar's 
Office, Morehouse has lost at 
least 100 students already and 
stands to lose many more once 
the Feb. 6 purge of indebted 
students is complete.Tuition and 
fees per-student was $20,358 
this year.
That means that with those 
100 students, the school already 
lost $2,035,800. Tuition and 
fees making up 85 percent of 
Morehouse's operating costs, 
so any major loss can prove 
detrimental, especially if the 
decrease in the cost of operation 
do not parallel the decrease in 
tuition payments.
Despite the panic that 
ensued in everyone's mind, there 
is something quite respectable 
in Dr. Franklin's efforts towards 
the same "transparency" that 
Barack Obama has promised in 
his administration.
Diverse Magazine says that 
"Spelman College in Atlanta is 
freezing hiring and delaying 
renovation projects."
President Beverly Daniel 
Tatum is calling for a boost in 
private philanthropy to replace 
private lending since the school's 
investments have been hurt by 
stock market downturns."
I have made comments 
on Spelman's administration 
before, but this is something 
that truly disappoints me. When 
I read something about my own 
institution in Diverse Magazine 
that impacts me but was never 
said to me, I feel slighted.
I am sure this possible 
disillusionment is why Dr. Franklin 
chose to hold the town hall
this disparity is the generation 
gap between college students 
during, let's say, the Civil Rights 
Movement and today's youth. It 
seems as though maturity and 
intellectual presence on college 
campuses in past times were 
more prevalent. Whereas now, 
many students singularly focus 
upon who can stroll the best.
Don't get me wrong, I am well 
aware that strolling and stepping 
were just as popular in the 1960s 
as it is currently in the hip-hop 
generation. But I'm almost certain 
that students, both Greeks and 
non-Greeks alike, were more 
concerned about the condition 
of their people, and not who 
runs the yard. Perhaps "running 
the yard" in former generations 
meant far more than stepping 
and looking good.
All I'm saying is that it really 
bothers me when my best friend 
at Howard University wants to 
become a member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., simply 
because he believes that he's 
a "pretty boy" -or when my 
girlfriend at Lincoln University is 
adamant on not being a member 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., because she doesn't want to 
be labeled as "prissy." Is this what 
the founders of Black Greek letter 
organizations intended when 
instituting these fraternities and 
sororities? I think not.
While members of both 
fraternities and sororities, young 
and old, continue to make 
significant impacts in society, 
very little of this philanthropy 
is known to those who are non- 
Greeks because they are too 
fixated on the branding of colors 
and symbols.
So I urge you all, if you're 
interested in becoming Greek, 
read up on your history (not just 
your copy of The Divine Nine), 
and look past the misconstrued 
images that are displayed on 
college campuses before you 
decide to cross that line.
meeting. Spelman, apparently, 
doesn't view informing the 
students as a high priority.
Yet, my family received 
a letter in the mail asking for 
contributions to help students 
pay off debts from the fall 
semester. Asking for money 
without fully disclosing the 
situation is certainly not in the 
vein of'transparency."
Now, more than ever, we 
need to facilitate conversation 
between the students and 
the administration. Spelman 
College's tuition, not counting 
fees, was $21,050 for this school 
year.That's some people's annual 
income. Or it was, before they 
were laid off from their jobs.
Yesterday, I was walking 
down the hallway in the Political 
Science Department (Spelman's, 
which is still populated), 
and I overheard a student 
from Morehouse talking to a 
professor.
He said, "All of the professors 
I have taken in the last two years 
have left and I am looking for 
someone who can write my grad 
school applications."
Where are these professors? 
Enjoying a sabbatical or 
floundering in the dark abyss of 
today's job market, wondering 
why their degree seems 
somewhat worthless in this 
recession? With the problems 
facing our institutions this year 
and possibly in coming years, 
where will we be? If the trend of 
non-communication continues, 
I'll be at Spelman still trying to 
figure out what is going on or why 
no one is telling me anything.
Morehouse men will 
apparently be passionately 
soliciting donations. Some of 
us may end up without the 
opportunity to go to college. 
Yep...just another day in Black 
America.
College Student Tickets are 50% in select areas!
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As we get more settled in the spring semester, we approach the most wonderful 
time of the year. I know most 
of you are saying to yourselves, 
"Christmas was over a month 
ago." But those students who 
sacrificed Maggiano's for Ramen 
Noodles know what I am talking 
about - refund checks are coming 
pretty soon!
Seeing the negative balance 
on TigerNet is almost like the 
first snowflake of the season 
as a child. Some students max 
out their credit cards with the 
intention of paying them off with 
their refund check. I understand 
the excitement, but you might 
want to think about a few things 
before you rush to the ATM to 
check the balance on your Higher 
One card.
We come to college not only 
to pursue higher education, but 
also to become independent.
2 0 Questions
Sponsored by the Atlanta Hawks and Atlanta Thrashers
By: Nobody Panic
A ll UnderControl @ Titanic, com
1) How many of us won't be here after Feb. 6?
2) Was that meeting supposed to be comforting?
3) Is he Captain Smith or FDR?
4) So Diamonds don't last forever after all?
5) Speaking of which, why did he quit?
6) So, you didn't get an interview?
7) Is it financial, or are you just not TIGHT enough?
8) I guess the Treasury won't be RED this year, will it?
9) REALLY? They ALREADY have their line?
10) So, are you still holding onto your application from last 
year?
11) If so, WHY?
12) Isn't it a little too soon in the process to have a bruise?
13) Or have you just been monkeying around too much?
14) 79-77, really?
15) Didn't we have the lead for 3 quarters?
16) Have you noticed they stopped dressing alike?
17) One grand for a table?
18) Is 18 the director's cut of Dr. Dolittle?
19) Doesn't Andy still owe us a visit?
20) Did you really think the Cardinals would keep that lead?
Part of being independent is 
managing your own money.That 
means not spending your entire 
refund on sneakers and parties 
while leaving the important 
financial responsibilities to your 
parents. As you run through 
Lenox Mall, your parents are 
struggling to find money to pay 
for next semester as well as your 
summer courses and/or other 
expenses.
Suppressing your urge to 
spend and saving your money 
may be a better idea than buying 
everything in stock at your 
favorite retail store. Besides, you'll 
wish you had more money when 
spring break comes around. 
When the time comes for that 
annual AUC trip to Miami, you'll 
wish you had thought twice 
about those $125 Polo Rugbys 
and $80 Creative Recreations.
As the country is going 
through this economic crisis, 
companies are going bankrupt, 
people are losing jobs, and 
families are unable to afford 
essentials such as healthcare.
The ability to manage money is a 
necessity during this rough time. 
As Renaissance Men, we ought 
to be able to use our money 
to invest in ourselves and our 
future.
I'm not saying to not spend 
any of your refund - sitting 
in your room, eating noodles 
because you have no money to 
order out. Sitting in your room 
eating noodles when you do have 
money to afford decent food is 
borderline crazy. One thing to 
remember is that refunds are not 
free money.
We get so caught up in the 
joys of having money during this 
rough fiscal time that we forget 
that we have to pay it back sooner 
or later. When the time comes 
to pay back student loans, how 
beneficial will those seven pairs 
of True Religions and Air Max 
sneakers be? When you finally 
do receive that much-awaited 
refund, hopefully you will think 
twice before you swipe that card 
and for once, think before you 
spend.
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In light of Black History Month, The Maroon Tiger wanted to take a detailed looked into 
lesser-known alumni who had 
monumental impacts on history 
equal to those of King and 
Thurman.
Al J. Price was born in Port
Arthur, Texas, on April 6, 1930. 
Upon his graduation from 
Morehouse College, Mr. Price 
began an extensive and copious 
career.
After graduate study at
Atlanta University, Mr. Price 
enlisted in the United States Air 
Force in 1951. After completion 
of Officer Candidate School and 
Pilot Training School, he served 
as a pilot in the Air Rescue Service 
and the Strategic Air Command 
as a B-47 pilot. He was honorably 
discharged in 1963.
Upon returning to Beaumont 
in 1963, Mr. Price became 
involved in the political life of the 
community and in November 
1976 was elected to the Texas 
House of Representatives, 
representing the people of 
southeast Texas.
In 1966 Mr. Price began his 
career as a pilot for American 
Airlines and served for 24 
years. He retired in April 1990 
as a Captain on the Boeing 767 
Aircraft.
In the 69th Legislative 
Regular Session, Representative 
Price authored legislation that 
enabled sight-impaired students 
throughout Texas to utilize 
reading machines to do their 
own research and to become 
employable.
Mr. Price served 11 
terms in the Texas House of 
Representatives before retiring 
in 1999. While intheTexas House 
he served on various committees, 
including Higher Education, 
Transportation, Federal State and
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International Relations, Labor 
and Employment Relations, 
Insurance, Financial Institutions, 
Ways and Means, Science and 
Technology, Investments and 
Banking, Appropriations and the 
Select Committee on Minority 
Business Enterprise.
Throughout his tenure 
as a State Representative, Mr. 
Price introduced legislation 
aimed at upgrading the living 
conditions of the elderly, low- 
income families, children and 
persons with disabilities, and 
encouraging these individuals to 
empower themselves.
In 1975, Mr. Price was a 
Delegate of the United Church 
of Christ to the 5th Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches 
in Nairobi, Kenya. During that 
Assembly, he was elected to the 
Central Committee, the interim 
governing body of the World 
Council of Churches, serving for 
eight years.
In 1980, Representative Price 
was appointed by President 
Carter to the Official Delegation 
from the United States to 
attend the Independence Day 
Ceremonies in Zimbabwe. In 
1983, as Vice Chairman of the 
Committee on State, Federal 
and International Relations, he 
represented the Texas House on 
a Trade Mission to four African 
countries in an effort to open 
new markets for Texas products.
In 1993 Mr. Price initiated the 
formation ofThe Southeast Texas 
Save Our Sons (S.O.S) Association, 
Inc. This organization has sought 
to work with "at risk" students, 
incarcerated persons, ex­
offenders and their families.
Al Price is presently serving 
as president and chairman of 
the Board of the Southeast 
Texas Community Development 
Corporation, Inc. (SETCDC) in 
Beaumont, Texas.
Info courtesy of: http://www. 





The First Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution gives its 
citizens the right to freedom of 
speech, press and fashion? As we 
all know what we wear is not on 
the list of our natural rights, but 
for decades people have let their 
personal style serve as a symbol 
of their right to free speech.
Today, more and more, 
people are using graphic 
T-shirts to convey those views 
and opinions that are probably 
best seen and not heard. The 
sayings printed on these items of 
"political fashion" range from fun 
phrases like "Green Is Sexy" to 
provocative slogans like "I Don't 
Need A Weapon I Am One."
There has been a lot of 
controversy surrounding the 
more "graphic" sayings found on




Unless you usually find yourself on the more skeptical side of the spectrum, 
it's fair to assume, especially after 
Jan. 20, that positive images and 
words come to mind when one 
thinks about politics. Capitol Hill, 
a favored local representative or 
senator, radical legislation and, 
for me personally, a good suit.
But on the other hand, to 
give skeptics some due credit, 
there is a plethora of negative 
terms that evoke less favorable 
words about our government. 
Scandal, untrustworthy, scheme, 
blackmail and corruption just to 
name a few.
But with the excitement, 
though receding, of the 
inauguration, we, as Americans, 
should find ourselves feeling 
hopeful and trusting of our 
government. Or should we? 
If you found yourself a bit too 
busy posting your inauguration 
albums on Facebook (no 
judgment) to follow politics 
aside from the inauguration 
then you were surely missing out 
on one of the most publicized 
scandals to take place post-Bill 
and Monica.
On Jan. 29 of the new 
year, Rod Blagojevich, the 
former governor of Illinois, 
was unanimously voted to be 
removed from office following 
asserted charges of not only his 
attempt to sell the Chicago Cubs 
and their home, Wrigley field but 
also, primarily, for his intended 
selling of President Obama's seat 
in the Senate. The true motives 
of his dishonorable actions are 
known only by Mr. Blagojevich 
himself, but authorities claimed
A Symbol of Hope and Change in More Ways than One
Nick Aziz
Contributing Writer 
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When over 25 million children in the United States live apart from their biological 
fathers, fatherhood has definitely 
become a "precious gift" in 
today's society.
This precious gift has 
definitely been one that has 
been seldom received by families 
in the Black community. With 65 
percent of Black children living 
in fatherless homes, those Black 
children with fathers in their 
homes have certainly become 
the minority.
"I'm not really surprised by 
that statistic," Xaundrae Tingling 
said, a freshman economics major 
from Queens, New York who 
grew up in a fatherless home. "I 
mean, a lot of people that I grew 
up with didn't have their fathers. 
Even my own parents; [and] my 
aunts and uncles'fathers weren't
these T-shirts, resulting in school 
administration regulations to 
becoming a matter of national 
security regarding their wear in 
more restricted environments 
such as airports.
As a result, one is inclined to 
question whether or not graphic 
T-shirts fall under one's right to 
freedom of speech.
"I feel graphic [T-shirts] are 
a prime example of freedom 
of speech for today's youth. 
Clothing is a form of expression 
and I would feel like my right to 
express myself had been violated 
if I was unable to wear something 
like a T-shirt just because 
someone didn't like what it 
said," Morehouse sophomore 
Jerret King said. Recently, the 
connection between graphic 
T-shirts and one's freedom of 
speech was put to the test in an 
ongoing lawsuit between JetBlue 
Airlinesand an Arabic man by the
Image: Courtesy
Impeached former Illinois Gov
that the former governor did 
it for positive portrayals and 
leverage in the media and 
personal financial gain. In short, 
he did it for the money and the 
power.
The former governor's 
intentions were shameful, 
disreputable and scandalous. But 
why is it that we find ourselves 
genuinely shocked by Mr. 
Blagojevich's plots?
Though it hasn't always been 
reported about in numerous 
outlets of news media, 
corruption has been present 
in government and politics 
since the establishment of both 
institutions. It is only now with 
the advancements in technology 
that we have been able to catch 
politicians in the act and exploit 
their botched attempts at 
personal or political gain.
Let's face it, without wire 
tapping Blagojevich and 
many others' (Nixon anyone?) 
intentions would have been
around."
"It just seems like it didn't 
start with our generation," Kellen 
Nelson commented, a freshman 
political science major from 
Dallas, Texas who also grew up in 
a fatherless home.
While the lack of fatherhood 
has been a known problem in 
the Black community, it seems 
as though the problem is just 
beginning to be fully recognized. 
Official documentation shows 
that Black families in which the 
both mother and father are 
present is a rarity.
With Barack Obama 
assuming the highest position 
in our nation's government, not 
only can he be a role model to 
young Black children to aspire 
towards careers in fields other 
than in sports or entertainment, 
but he and his family can also be 
a role model for Black families 
across the United States.
Barack and Michelle Obama 
were wed in 1992, and had their
name of Raed Jarrar.
The two-year lawsuit was 
recently put to rest and Jarrar was 
awarded a $240,000 settlement.
The incident took place in 
2006 after Jarrar was prevented 
from boarding his flight due to 
the content of his T-shirt, which 
read "We Will Not be Silent" in 
both the English and Arabic 
language, according to article 
released on CNN.com
Given the circumstances 
of the incident, it is no wonder 
Jarrar received the treatment he 
did, though it does not excuse 
the actions of the airline.
Jarrar's case and others like 
it prove that graphic T-shirts 
are, in fact, a symbol of one's 
freedom of speech; furthermore, 
one's restriction in wearing 
them depends on who they are 
and under what pretenses said 
T-shirts are worn.
"People should be allowed
far more difficult to prove had 
they been discovered at all. So 
whenever corruption decides 
to reel it's ugly head, why do 
we act surprised? It's not as if 
generations of leaders before 
today's suspects weren't doing 
the same, if not worse. Rod 
Blagojevich is no different than 
other powerful figures of his 
kind aside from the simple yet 
calamitous fact that he was 
caught. Does Blagojevich's 
exposure make him more 
villainous than other politicians 
whose schemes weren't brought 
to light? Some may thinkyes. But, 
after all, his uncovering could 
have been nothing more than 
lack of effort to conceal on a few 
of his accomplices’ parts.
When it comes to politicians, 
is it fair for us to expect those 
who take an oath to abide by it 
when we lie, cover-up and tell "a 
version of the truth" everyday? 
Perhaps it is unfairfor us to expect 
from others what we ourselves
first child, Malia, in 1998. The 
couple later had their second 
child, Natasha, in 2001.
Obama has shown to the 
world that not only can an Black 
male assume the presidency of 
the United States, but he can also 
be a caring and present father to 
both of his children. Although 
Obama grew up without his 
father in his home, heconsistently 
states how he made a vow to do 
differently with his own children.
"He was in many ways very 
brilliant and very accomplished, 
but I think [he] never really knew 
how to be the kind of father that 
his children needed him to be," 
Obama said in a video podcast 
on Father's Day in 2007.
Obama certainly realizes 
the need for the improvement 
of Black fathers raising their 
children. He spoke passionately 
on fatherhood at Apostolic 
Church of God in Chicago, Illinois 
on Father's Day in 2008.
"Yes, we need more cops on
to choose the way in which they 
exercise their right to freedom 
of speech as long as it doesn't 
infringe on the rights of others," 
Morehouse junior Eddie Moat 
stated.
"Graphic [T-shirts] definitely 
qualify as a form of expression 
and as long as its message isn't 
offensive or threatening, no one 
has the right regulate where and 
when they're worn," Moat added.
Graphic T-shirts, like any 
form of clothing, have its time 
and place to be worn as you 
wouldn't walk into an interview 
with a T-shirt that says, "I'm A 
Professional" and expect to get 
the job.
However, allowing the 
regulation of something as 
simple as the content of one's 
T-shirt violate people's freedom 
of non-verbal speech, printed 
apparel and the liberation of 
expression through fashion.
can't commit to but there is a 
certain code of ethics we expect 
our authoritative figures to abide 
by. And whether caught or left to 
corrupt another day, politicians' 
blatant disregard for these 
ethical boundaries is often times, 
and should be, consequential.
So is there anything we can 
do to prevent these corrupt 
schemes and their organizers 
from sending politics as a whole 
down the drain? If anything, we 
can learn two things. One, that 
we, as a nation, have been around 
too long and should know all too 
well by now that history does 
and will repeat itself. And two, 
money and power can drive you 
and many unsuspecting others 
to deplorable ends.
Whether you're in the 
business of politics or money it 
would be wise to remember that 
the two go hand-in-hand. And as 
long as money and power are for 
the taking, corruption in politics 
can't stop. And won't stop.
the street...but we also need 
families to raise our children. 
We need fathers to realize that 
responsibility does not end at 
conception," Obama said. "We 
need them to realize that what 
makes you a man is not the ability 
to have a child - it's the courage 
to raise one."
With Obama's rise to the 
WhiteHouseand hisobviousicon 
status in the Black community, 
he can hopefully lead by 
example and show the Black 
fathers of today the benefits of 
raising their children. Lower high 
school dropout rates and a less 
likelihood of living in poverty are 
just a few of these benefits.
So hopefully while Obama is 
leading the health reform effort, 
or giving tax relief to the middle 
class, he can also serve as an 
example to Black fathers across 
the United States. Forthe statistics 
show that our community is in 
desperate need of a prominent 
example of fatherhood.
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You are thinking big about the kind of 
social impact you want to have after you graduate; 
you want to be a leader for business and society; 
you are a future nurse, poet, businessperson, doctor, 
engineer, teacher, lawyer, politician; you are committed 
to diversity in public and private management; 
you are ready to work and play with engaging students 
from a variety of backgrounds; you are in or beyond 
your sophomore year. We want you to come to 
New Haven, Connecticut, for a fully funded, two- 
week session in June to discover how an MBA could 
prepare you to change the world.
Learn more and apply online at som.yale.edu/premba. 
Applications due by February 16, 2009.
Yale SCHOOL OF
MANAGEMENT
U Recycle The Maroon Tiger
The Maroon Tiger February 4-10, 2009
Arts, Etc.
Reviewing Slumdog
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO FIND A LOST LOVE?
<Ç A. MONEY ff B. LUCK
WINNERPeuple •» Choice Aw.i'd TORONTO
A DANNY BOYLE film
»vww.foxsearchiight.co
TIME
• A BUOYANT HYMN TO LIFE. 
AND A MOVIE TO CELEBRATE.






It is no surprise that the best movies of any year are released back to stay fresh in minds for 
the Oscar ceremony.
So, rather than continue to 
review the early truckload of 
lack luster films this year, I have 
decided to review films that are 
up for honors in the upcoming 
2009 Academy Awards.
First on the list is "Slumdog 
Millionaire/whichisupfor awards 
in the areas of Cinematography, 
Directing, Film Editing, Original 
Score, Original Song, Sound 
Editing, Sound Mixing and 
the coveted Best Picture and 
Adapted Screenplay.
The film takes places 
entirely in India and begins as 
a police inspector tortures and 
interrogates Jamal Malik (Dev 
Patel), an orphan of the city 
slums. Jamal is a contestant on 
the Indian, "Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire?"game show. Despite 
having no formal education, 
he answers all the questions 
up to the final 20 million rupee 
question correctly.
Many believe he is cheating, 
but he explains through events in 
his life, that you don't have to be 
a genius to answer a question.
The visual breath of 
poverty displayed in "Slumdog 
Millionaire" is breathtaking, 
especially when compared to 
notions of American poverty. 
Children live in garbage dumps, 
swim through sewage and are 
covered in feces.
Though the locations change 
with the characters, the cityscape 
is viewed through wide scoping 
landscapes, looking over, but 
mostly under the city.
The cinematography of the 
film bridges the gap between 
Hollywood and Bollywood, even 
though it is apparent it was made
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for the American eye.
One problem with the story 
is its relative lack of speed.
Most of the film is told in 
flashbacks that cut into the 
current narrative of events. At 
the very start of the movie we 
already know the boy is close to 
winning the famed million at the 
end of the game.
But then the story cuts back 
frequently to certain periods in 
his life and the questions he's 
already answered correctly.
The progression of stages 
in the game show act like a 
ticking clock for the conclusion 
of the movie, but if you don't 
know how to convert a million 
dollars into rupees it's hard to tell 
exactly where he is in relation to 
the grand prize.
Even though there is 
practically no suspense in the 
film until the last 30 minutes, 
superb editing keeps audience 
from being confused, but more 
importantly holds interest.
The soundtrack to "Slumdog 
Millionaire" will easily be a best 
buy in the coming year. M.lA.'s 
"Paper Planes" and "O..Saya" 
help set the stage for the gritty 
impoverished hustling that has 
become so familiar in depictions 
of American poverty.
The rest of the songs have 
a distinctively native Indian feel 
about them that have already 
won the picture a Golden 
Globe Award for Best Original 
Soundtrack.
The story takes place in the 
slums and shows little intentions 
of leaving it, even after 20 million 
rupees go up for grabs.
The story focuses more 
on the character's attempt to 
scratch out a living and pursue 
happiness in a country that is 
slowly growing to accept him. 
This is not a "rags-to-rajah" story, 
but one about life and love, and 
that's what makes "Slumdog 
Millionaire "an outstanding film.
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King of Pop, Michael Jackson executed his signature "hop on toes move" for slightly 
different reasons on Jan. 28,2009. 
The man in the mirror reflected a 
less enthused disposition after
STOMP at the Fox Theatre
Fredrick Salyers
Associate A&E Editor 
Fsalyers 7@yahoo. com
If you have never seen the 
production, STOMP, please 
believe that the performance is a 
lot more than the title.
A seat-filler since the 
early 1990s, STOMP has been 
produced internationally in over 
30 countries. This past week the 
Fox Theatre of Atlanta hosted 
the thunderous and surprisingly 
humorous production, running 
eight shows between Tuesday 
and Sunday.
The cast consisted of eight 
performers, all entertaining and 
charismatic in their own right. 
On Tuesday evening, the stage 
of the Fox Theatre vibrated with 
energy and an almost inquisitive 
enthusiasm as the cast used 
everything from brooms to water 
barrels to create rousing rhythms 
to invoke welcoming moods.
First, the cast opened 
with lots of excitement, each 
utilizing brooms, all tapping and 
sweeping across the stage to 
create intricate layers of rhythm 
and sound. The choreography 
was incredibly quick-paced, 
bringing a lot of energy to the 
opening of the show.




We have all seen or heard 
of the Fox TV show "24" -- 24 
episodes all 1 hour in real time. It 
gets quite interesting when you 
feel as if you are watching Jack 
up close and personal minute by 
minute as he fights crime.. Mums 
FP's new mixtape "24" gives you 
the same feeling as you listen 
to 12 songs that talk about 
everything from the government 
to one night stands.
Mums FP started rapping 
6 years ago as a high school 
freshman musically Influnced by 
Jay-Z, Nas and Russell Simmons. 
Most importantly he is influenced 
by his mother, grandmother ("as 
crazy as she is" as he described 
her) and people he comes into 
contact with on a daily basis.
On Jan. 31, 2009 I got the 
chance to experience a night in 
the life of the Lavish Life Social 
Club at Club Cenci for the "24" 
album release party.
10:34 p.m. - We walked in to 
what would be my version ofthe 
perfect night: a dance floor, a DJ 
that played EVERYTHING (just as 
the Facebook message promised) 
and live performances.
10:46 p.m. - We sat on the 
couch while DJ Slugger played 
some oldies but goodies, mixing 
in songs like "Diamond Girl" and
learning of the lawsuit that 
"Thriller" director John Landis 
slapped on him.
With the news of Jackson's 
negotiations with Broadway 
producer James L. Nederlander, 
a disgruntled Landis proceeded 
to manifest a lawsuit stating 
his claim on half of the video's 
dramatic rights.
The show continued with 
that same heart pounding energy 
as the cast used matchboxes 
and simple handclaps to draw 
the crowd in, even encouraging 
crowd participation. A couple 
of cast members performed 
electrifying solos, garnering 
repeated applause from the 
audience.
A few particular scenes 
stood out in the production.
Typically, when one thinks of 
STOMP, one is like to conjure up 
images of loud broomsticks and 
larger-than-life garbage cans. 
However, the more interesting 
scenes of the production proved 
to bethose with a softer, mellower 
tone. In a few instances, the cast 
utilized objects that produced 
quieter sounds. These objects 
ranged from rubber tubes to 
water cooler barrels, all of which 
brought a more mystical, childlike 
energy to the stage.
Additionally, the
choreography for these scenes 
complimented, yet contrasted 
with the sounds to perfection. 
The masterful control of the cast 
enlivened the stage with rapid, 
yet small movements to further 
accentuate the softer sounds of 
the objects.
The resulting effects of these
"Get Money" wondering where 
the performance would be since 
the club seemed so small.
12:00 a.m. - "Everyone to the 
basement!" to the basement? 
I knew Club Cenci had to be 
larger than it appeared upon 
first entrance. We headed down 
the stairs to what I had always 
imagined the indie hip-hop 
scene to be: graffiti on the walls, 
a stage, and a bar, packed with 
people vibing to the 808s.
The show began... 
"put you Ls up"! 
Young lyxx opened the 
show with a Cali swag I 
can spot from anywhere. 
Mums Joined in for a few tunes 
before the mic was passed over 
to Big Chad Famous.
12:47 a.m. -Big Chad hit the 
stage with an alternative feel like 
NERD. His few tunes kept me on 
my feet spazzing.
1:25 a.m.- I felt it as soon as 
he laid down his first line, his 
energy. Many performers are 
not able to move audiences and 
relate to their everyday lives, but 
Mums knew just how to connect 
even with someone like me who 
is not too familiar with his music. 
As he flowed, I could not turn my 
ears away from the smooth lyrics 
and intricate shoulder, hip and 
backside moving beats.
2:13 a.m. - We partyed the 
night away doing the humpty 
dance and telling the shorty at
In addition, Landis further 
illuminated the notion that 
Michael Jackson lacks the 
jurisdiction to pursue his ploys 
with Nederlander.
Last Wednesday's lawsuit 
arrived only days after the 
"American Werewolf in London" 
director sued Jackson, claming 
that the renowned artist had not 
paid royalties on "Thriller" for at 
least four years.
Miles J. Feldman, John 
Landis'attorney, asserted that the 
director has no problem stopping 
the show in question. Feldman 
has made several calls inquiring 
about Jackson's agreement with 
Nederlander, none of which have 
been returned.
Landis himself divulged that 
Jackson, who recently re-located
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International sensation “Stomp” has come to the Fabulous Fox Theatre.
various components drew a large 
calming affect over the audience, 
introducing a different side of 
the production overall.
If anything, STOMP is 
more than just a production. The 
movement, rhythm and laughter 
ofthe show have spoken volumes 
to countless audiences for years. 
And what is most amazing about 
the skill and talent of the cast is 
that they speak these volumes
Image: Kenicia Black
Rapper Mums FP.
the bar to swing our way.
3:58 a.m.- I hit the bed, iPod
in hand, still vibing to Mums Fp's 
smooth and energetic flows...
to Los Angeles, was paid more 
than $400,000 for Landis' portion 
of the video rights. Landis 
however refused to budge and 
continued with the pursuit of his 
case on behalf of his company, 
Levitsky Productions Inc.
In addition, an earlier suit 
states that Landis received 
50 percent of the profits 
from "Thriller" and posits that 
Jackson continues to license 
rights to video games, toys and 
comic books based on the 14- 
minute music video. The lawsuit 
goes on to request accounting of 
the video's profits.
Jackson's recent brush 
with the legal courts seems to 
effectuate a central question.
Is the man with the"diamond 
hand" losing his value?
without whispering a single 
word onstage.
STOMP is an enthralling show 
well worth the trip to any theatre 
in any location worldwide.
Later this February, the 
Fox Theatre will bring more 
exciting events to Atlanta, 
including the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theatre the 
19th - 22nd and R&B artist, Ne- 
Yo on the 25th.
Definitely worth the 
download! Check out Mums Fp's 
mixtape "24" on his Myspace or 
Facebook page.









Morehouse College is attempting to become the first predominantly African- 
American school to have a 
collegiate fishing team. Rick 
Blackwell, a professional fishing 
instructor and team captain, 
is leading a plan to introduce 
Morehouse College to collegiate 
fishing.
Along with assistant Inga
Kennedy, Blackwell is trying to 
introduce the $109 billion bass 
fishing industry to Morehouse 
students
"We currently have about
60 students who have shown 
interest in the team," Blackwell 
said.
The process for creating the 
team began in September when 
Blackwell held the inaugural 
meeting for interested students. 
Since then, four meetings have 
been held.
"[My overall goal is] to let 
Morehouse be a pilot program 
for all others to follow.. .so other 
universities can use Morehouse 
as a prototype," Blackwell said.
Prospective fishing team 
members are very eager for the 
start of a Morehouse College 
fishing team next fall.
"This program is an excellent 
opportunity that will allow 
Morehouse to explore uncharted 
waters," said Terry Anderson, a 
freshman finance major.
The team would compete 
in the Collegiate Championship 
Fishing League that includes 
teams from Baylor, Texas 
Tech, University of Florida and 
University of Arkansas.
"It would just mean history 
to me," said freshman economics 
major Brandon Lynch. "There 
is no African-American school 
currently competing [at the 
college level]. There are also not





The Maroon Tigers lost an all- out battle against the Clark Atlanta University Panthers last 
Thursday, and fell two days later 
to Albany State on Saturday.
Against CAU, the Tigers lost 
79-77 in front of almost 6,000 
people at Forbes Arena on Jan. 
29.
The Tigers had a strong AO-
29 halftime lead against the 
Panthers in what seemed like a 
no-brainer Tiger victory. Within 
minutes of the second half, the 
Maroon Tigers began to foul 
the Panthers, who made most 
of their foul shots. Morehouse 
also had several turnovers to the 
Panthers, which resulted in lost 
points for the team.
As the minutes slipped away 
from the game clock, fans of both 
teams started to become even 
rowdy. Infront of the increasingly 
loud crowd, the Tigers missed 
potential game-winning shots as 
time wore down.
The rematch against the 
CAU Panthers will take place on 
Feb. 14 in Forbes Arena at 2 p.m. 
Unlike last Saturday's match, this 
game will be considered a home 
game for Morehouse.
Several Morehouse players 
had great games against the 
Panthers. Senior Kenny Boyd
Wizards vs. Hawks Previewthe Atlanta University Center.
a lot of African-Americans in the 
[fishing] industry period. We can 
make history, and who wouldn't 
want to be a part of history?"
Along with needing students 
who already know how to fish, 
the team will also need students 
with different specialties like 
engineering, biology, marine 
biology, finance, marketing, 
and public relations, as well as 
a camera crew and clothing 
designers. Therefore, almost any 
student on campus could find a 
place on the fishing team.
Sophomore psychology/pre- 
law major Rodrigus Graham, for 
example, has no interest in fishing 
itself, but still has an integral role 
on the team as a public relations 
person, Graham said.
"Getting the news out 
and representing Morehouse 
College...handling the [team's] 
infrastructure in a professional 
manner,"Graham said.
"The goal is to have a 
complete team," Kennedy said.
If you are interested in 
fishing for or working with the 
Morehouse fishing team, please 
contact Captain Rick Blackwell at 
(404) 886-9307.
had 22 points, seven rebounds 
and five assists. Sophomore 
Jelani Figures scored a career- 
high 18 points and added seven 
rebounds. Senior Larry Diamond 
is still recovering from his ankle 
injury but contributed 12 points 
for the Tigers. Senior Travis 
Floyd returned to the Tigers 
after missing several games for 
personal reasons. He scored 14 
points and had three rebounds.
"Every game is important 
to me," Floyd said. "I do not like 
losing any game. My parents 
went to Clark so this rivalry thing 
is not important to me."
The Tigers also lost to the 
Albany State Golden Rams on 
Jan. 31 in Forbes Arena 72-62. 
Diamond scored 22 points for the 
team and had six rebounds. Boyd 
played a nice game as well with 
14 points and nine rebounds. 
Figures chipped in 10 points and 
had six rebounds. With this loss 
to the Golden Rams, the Tigers 
fell to 4-12 overall and 3-11 in 
theSIAC.
"My goal Is to try to win as 
many games as we can," Floyd 
said. "I do not know what is 
going on but I want to try to win 
somehow. It feels good to be 
back." The Tigers play Fort Valley 
State University on Tuesday, 
Feb. 3, and Benedict College on 
Thursday, Feb. 5. Both games 
will be held in Forbes Arena at 
7:30 p.m.
Image: Phyllis Shelman-Ford ‘10




The Washington Wizards 
have been one of the most 
disappointing teams in the 
National Basketball Association 
this season, while the Atlanta 
Hawks have been one of the 
most electrifying teams. Tuesday 
night, Feb. 10, they will face 
each other for the third time this 
season.
The Hawks have won thetwo 
previous meetings between the 
two clubs, but both teams have 
undergone significant changes 
since their last meeting on Nov. 
29, especially the Wizards. At 
the end of November, Wizards 
team president Ernie Grunfeld 
fired head coach Eddie Jordan 
after starting the season 1-10. In
Sixth Time's the




Even though the ArizonaCardinals couldn't pull off a Super Bowl victory on Feb. 1, 
their young core of defensive 
players has a bright future. One 
of the brightest, according to 
many NFL experts, is Dominique 
Rodgers-Cromartie.
Rodgers-Cromartie, 
cousin of Chargers standout 
cornerback Antonio Cromartie, 
was selected No. 16 overall in last 
year's NFL draft by the Cardinals 
and drastically helped improve 
one of the league's worst pass 
defenses.
The Tennessee State 
University graduate followsa long 
line of players from historically 
black colleges or universities 
to make an impact for their 
team in the regular season and, 
eventually, in the "big game."The 
Cardinals'27-23 lossto Pittsburgh 
on Santonio Holmes' acrobatic 
last-minute touchdown catch 




his five seasons as head coach, 
Jordan guided the team to four 
playoff appearances, including 
a second-round appearance in 
2005.
He managed to steer the 
team to the playoffs for the last 
two seasons despite injuries to 
All-Stars Caron Butler and Gilbert 
Arenas. Jordan's duties were left 
to assistant coach-turned interim 
head coach Ed Tapscott, who is 
winless against the Hawks.
Tapscott has gone 8-35 since 
taking over the head coaching 
responsibilities of the team, but 
the Wizards are still without star 
shooting guard Arenas. Arenas 
averaged 21.7 points per game 
last season but was hindered 
by a knee injury that required 
surgery during the off-season. 
Even though the Wizards had 
planned for him to return in
(Howard University) and 
defensive end Robert Mathis 
(Alabama A&M) showed that 
players from HBCU programs 
could compete with products of 
elite college football programs 
when they played for the 
Indianapolis Colts in Super Bowl 
XLI. Since Rodgers-Cromartie 
became a starter in Week 10, 
he has had to work extra hard 
because he knows the odds are 
against him.
"That transition, coming 
from a small school to the NFL 
is hard, and to learn on the go 
makes it even tougher," Rodgers- 
Cromartie said during an 
interview with NFL Network."But 
the film work and the studying 
have really helped me. Watching 
the older guys and them telling 
me how to watch film has been 
vital too."
With the recent success of 
players like Rodgers-Cromartie, 
Bethea, and Mathis, NFL scouts 
are beginning to take notice of 
HBCU athletes.
Morehouse's own Jeffrey 
Cargile, senior linebacker from 
Cincinnati, is attempting to 
follow in the footsteps of those
January the timetable still 
remains unclear. They are now 
aiming for sometime after the 
All-Star break.
The Wizards will also be 
without center Andray Blatche, 
who strained his knee in a loss 
against the Phoenix Suns on 
Jan. 26. Blatche averaged seven 
points and three rebounds in the 
past two meetings. The team 
hopes that rookie JaVale McGee 
can provide a spark by being put 
into the starting rotation.
The Hawks have not taken 
drastic steps like the Wizards, but 
they will have back Josh Smith 
and Al Horford. Both players sat 
out the teams'first meeting due 
to ankle injuries, which did not 
seem to faze the Hawks. Horford 
has been out the majority of 
January with a bone bruise in his 
right knee, but could return this
Charm
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players and make his own impact 
in the NFL.
"Recent players such as 
Rodgers-Cromartie definitely 
give me hope that there is a 
realistic opportunity to come 
from an HBCU and excel on the 
next level,"Cargile said.
Cargile, who is working with 
a personal trainer and other draft 
hopefuls, plans on impressing 
NFL scouts at Morehouse's 
upcoming Pro Day, where scouts 
watch prospective players 
participate at their schools in 
NFL combine events.
A successful Pro Day could 
not only secure Cargile a tryout 
with an NFL team, but could 
also go a long way in helping 
other athletes at HBCUs garner 
the attention to make their 
professional sports dreams come 
true.
"Super Sunday" lived up to 
its name in what may go down 
as the most exciting Super Bowl 
to date.
With the win, the Steelers 
acquired their sixth Lombardi 
Trophy, placing them ahead of 
the Dallas Cowboys and San 
Francisco 49ers, who both have
February 4-10, 2009
week. In the first home meeting 
the Hawks rallied to defeat the 
Wizards 91-87 behind Mike 
Bibby's 25 points and Marvin 
Williams'21 points, 14 rebounds, 
and four assists. Williams also 
hit a clutch 3-pointer in the last 
minute of the game to seal the 
Hawks'win.
On paper, Tuesday night's 
game does not look like much of 
a match-up, but both previous 
games were close. The Hawks 
have not beaten the Wizards 
by more than four points this 
season. This game could provide 
them with some momentum as 
they go on a six-game road trip 
and face teams like Detroit, the 
Los Angeles Lakers and Denver. 
These games will also prove 
to be crucial as they look to 
secure a high seed in the Eastern 
Conference for the playoffs.
five championships, to become 
the first team to win six Super 
Bowls.
Led by head coach Mike 
Tomlin, the Steelers handled 
having the NFL's toughest 
schedule well, finishing the 
season at 12-4 and winning 
the AFC North. After a solid 
win against San Diego and a 
hard-fought victory against 
Baltimore, the Steelers were able 
to march on to victory against 
the Cardinals in almost picture- 
perfect fashion. The Cardinals' 
appearance and performance 
in this year's Super Bowl marks 
the end of a very promising 
season and foreshadows future 
improvement for the club.
After finishing the season 
with a 9-7 record and winning 
their first division title since 
1975, the Cardinals began their 
improbable playoff run with a 
surprising win over the surging 
Atlanta Falcons, and followed 
it with victories over the No. 2 
seed Carolina Panthers and the 
NFC East champion Philadelphia 
Eagles to secure thefirst Cardinals 
NFL championship game berth 
since 1948.
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